
Femininity is 
Commodified

western society. Throwing out your foundation and 
burning your bra will not destroy patriarchy, just as 
how having a manicure will not uphold patriarchy. 
These symbolic acts do little for the liberation of 
women. Instead, the solution decommdify femininity is 
to radically embrace your femininity, in whatever form 
that may mean to you, however you interpret 
femininity to be. If femininity to you means wearing 
skirts, wear skirts. If it means dressing modestly, dress 
modestly. If it means just existing as a woman, exist as a 
woman! Do not let femininity peddlers skew your 
perception of how a woman “should'' look or how a 
woman “should” act. Instead, accept and love all forms 
of femininity, including your own, your sisters’, your 
friends’, or your partners’. Creating your own femininity 
in which you are comfortable being yourself will aid 
women of all backgrounds in uniting against the 
common enemy of the patriarchal and capitalist ideas 
that aim to alienate “traditionally” feminine women 
from “non traditionally” feminine women. Doing what 
you please and presenting how you please as a woman 
is an inherent act of feminism. When capitalists and 
misogynists realize that women are no longer under a 
pressure to purchase their products, but are rather 
aware of the personal choice regarding femininity, 
women will be free from the shackles of expectations 
from their commodified femininity. When we begin 
loving ourselves radically, we will be able to create our 
own individuality as women. 

Reject Consumerist Femininity
for Radical Femininity!



Femininity has many different definitions across 
cultures, presenting itself uniquely across continents, 
races, and civilizations. However, in most instances, 
femininity is influenced by the economic interests of 
misogynists trying to capitalize off of a woman’s 
femininity. This breaks down the complexity of female 
individuality, giving the market the power to change 
and influence society’s opinions on femininity. In 
almost every binary culture, femininity is shown by 
certain wardrobe, traditions, or roles. This, in itself, 
should be harmless; embracing your own femininity as 
a part of a certain culture is essential to rejecting those 
who “peddle” femininity. However, when femininity can 
be created into a product, labeled, priced, and 
marketed, femininity is no longer a celebration of 
culture, and it no longer exists to commemorate and 
liberate women. Femininity “peddlers” and the 
commodification of femininity is always prominent 
under a capitalist economy. Without the creation of 
insecurities and social pressures being placed on a 
population of women, products exclusively marketed 
towards women would remain unprofitable. Thus, 
marketers must commodify femininity.

However, true femininity cannot be bought, sold, or 
advertised. 
When did you begin shaving your legs? How old were 
you? Think about why you began. Did someone point 
out your leg hair? Perhaps friends or maternal figures 
encouraged you to begin removing body hair. Did you 
see shaving as a sign of femininity and maturity? Did 
you equate body hair removal with maturity or 
femininity? Perhaps you did it unconsciously. Now 
begin deconstructing the processes in which your 
upbringing gained “femininity”. Think about when and 
why you began using makeup, wearing bras, growing 
out your hair, and any other activity labeled as 
“feminine” in your community. 
It is ok to both participate in these activities, as well as 
it is ok to reject these activities. You are not upholding 
misogynist and capitalist society by wearing mascara. 
Perhaps you may even feel more comfortable wearing a 
bra. Maybe you find earrings and heels fashionable. You 
as a feminine presenting individual do not owe anyone 
anything, despite the social pressures to conform or the 
political pressures to reject the marketed idea of 
“femininity”. Just because women have been socialized 
into enjoying certain products does not mean they are 
wrong for submitting into their enjoyment. 
It is also important to note that hair is hair, clothing is 
clothing, and bodies are bodies. The unnecessary 
gendering of these modes of expression serve one 
purpose only - to separate groups of people from one 
another. 
It doesn’t matter if you choose to accept or reject this 
socialization. It is only important to be aware of the 
impact the commodification of femininity has had on 


